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Talking About Preferences — Student Handout

1.Lead-in: Pair Discussion

Discuss the questions with your partner:

1. What is your favourite savoury dish?
2. What is your favourite dessert?
3. Which is your favourite restaurant?
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Speaking Box: Talking About Preferences
Asking about preferences

e Which do / would you prefer? ... or ...?
e What would you rather do? ... or ...?

Expressing general preferences

I prefer ... (gerund) to ... (gerund).
I don’t like either of them.

I like them both equally.

I generally favour ... over ...

Making a choice

e [’d prefer (to) ... rather than ...

e [’drather ...

e [I’dsooner ... than ...

e Given the choice, ...

e [I’d go for ... any day / every time.
e I have a (slight) preference for ...

Giving someone else the choice

e It’s up to you.
e It’s your call.
e I’'m easy.



o Whatever / Wherever / Whichever you prefer.
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o We use would rather / would sooner + verb (without to):
o I’d rather eat something light.
o I’d sooner sit outside.
o We use prefer + gerund for general preferences:
o | prefer eating out.
o We use would prefer + to + verb for a specific situation:
o | would prefer to eat at home this evening.
e We use would rather + subject + past tense when we don’t want someone else to do something:
o I’d rather you didn’t tell me what to order.
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Here’s a clear explanation of the grammar points you provided, with examples:

We use would rather or would sooner to talk about our own preferences for actions.
o The verb after would rather / would sooner is in its base form (no “to”).
Examples:
o I’d rather eat something light. — s Gus JST i Juzaidl,

o I’d sooner sit outside than inside. — Jalall e Yoy z jlall uda\ ol Jiadl,
o She’d rather go to the park than watch TV. — Uil 3aalia (e Yoy Al ) Cladll Jlads 4,

We use prefer + -ing to talk about things we generally like in general, not in a specific situation.

Examples:

o | prefer eating out. — Jul z J& alakall J sl Juzadl,
o He prefers drinking tea to coffee. — 558!l Je Ll @l Jlady o8,
o They prefer walking to school. — duaall ) Sl () gliady aa,

We use would prefer + to + verb to express a preference for a particular situation or moment.

Examples:
« | would prefer to eat at home this evening. — slwall 138 J jiall b aladall J sl G Juadl,

« She would prefer to stay at a hotel tonight. — ALl 3l & c\&l) Jladi oa,
o We would prefer to meet after lunch. — 12l 2y g Laia¥l Jladi,

We use this structure when we don’t want someone else to do something.
e Notice: the verb after the subject is in the past tense.

Examples:

o



e [’drather you didn’t tell me what to order. — ‘Uﬂa‘-w Loy (a3 YT Juzai,
o She’d rather he stayed at home. — Jwll (& (dy o) Jiadi o,
o We’d rather they came later. — ¥ | 5l o)) Jiads,

Vocabulary Table: Key Words

Word Meaning A plly nal)
preference|jwhat you like more Juadi
savoury |[not sweet PN 1
dessert sweet food after a meal TN

takeaway |ffood bought to eat at home|| »ls alak

choice selection B
option possibility oL
light meal |jeasy to eat EETCENEEENp
quiet not noisy (sala

Vocabulary Table: Useful Phrases

Phrase Meaning I pally il
I'd rather ... | prefer O Jazad
I'd sooner ... I would prefer (formal)||ses) Jiadl)
| prefer...to ... I like something more ||l ... Juadl ..
Given the choice if | could choose oball J s
I’m easy | don’t mind sl ¥
It’s up to you you decide <l )l
It’s your call you choose il pial
I like them both equally||l like both the same  |Fia_all (udiy Lagaal
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