




Reading Comprehension Worksheet 5



Grade 5





Read the extract from The Swifts by Beth Lincoln (provided separately), then answer the questions below. Choose the best answer (a, b, c) for each question.
1. Who is the family eagerly awaiting at the start of the extract?
a) Cook
b) Aunt Schadenfreude
c) Aunt Inheritance
2. What is the first unusual thing Shenanigan notices upon approaching the house?
a) Cook running towards them.
b) A sleek, bottle-green car.
c) The front door is open.
3. Why did Cook have a smear of oil on her cheek?
a) She had been repairing her motorbike.
b) She had been cooking.
c) She had been cleaning the car.
4. How does Shenanigan react to Cook's news, "She's here"?
a) She walks slowly and cautiously.
b) She whoops with excitement and runs ahead.
c) She asks her sisters to go with her.
5. In the dim hall, what is the first distinct feature Shenanigan sees of the visitor?
a) Her frizzy hair.
b) Her little round glasses.
c) Her white-gloved hands.
6. The visitor's skin is compared to an apple that has...
a) just been picked.
b) been left in the fruit bowl too long.
c) been polished until it shined.
7. How does the visitor react when Shenanigan offers her hand?
a) She shakes it warmly.
b) She puts her own hands behind her back.
c) She wipes Shenanigan's hand with her glove.
8. Who is referred to as "Matriarch" by the visitor?
a) Shenanigan
b) Aunt Inheritance
c) Aunt Schadenfreude
9. According to Aunt Schadenfreude, when was Aunt Inheritance supposed to arrive?
a) The previous day
b) The following day
c) Later that same day
10. What does Shenanigan believe about Aunt Inheritance's statement, "Pleased to, ah, meet you"?
a) It is a sincere and warm greeting.
b) It is a lie.
c) It is a funny joke.
11. What contributes to Shenanigan's instant dislike of Aunt Inheritance?
a) Her late arrival and messy hair.
b) Her white gloves and the way she looks at Shenanigan.
c) Her loud voice and university accent.
12. How is Aunt Inheritance's hair described?
a) Sleek and black.
b) Neatly pinned and blonde.
c) Frizzy and of a doubtful colour.
13. The primary source of tension in this scene is between...
a) Shenanigan and her sisters, Felicity and Phenomena.
b) Shenanigan's immediate feelings and the appearance of Aunt Inheritance.
c) Cook and Aunt Schadenfreude.
14. Shenanigan believes a lie is a "mischievous thing." Something mischievous is...
a) honest and helpful.
b) causing trouble or annoyance.
c) very large and obvious.
15. Aunt Inheritance looked at Shenanigan as if she were something "mouldy”. Something that is mouldy is...
a) new and valuable.
b) old, spoiled, and covered in fungus.
c) shiny and attractive.

Answer key: 1. C, 2. B, 3. A, 4. B, 5. C, 6. B, 7. B, 8. C, 9. B, 10. B, 11. B, 12. C, 13. B, 14. B, 15. B 
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