



[image: ]      CAMBRIDGE LOWER SECONDARY ENGLISH 7: MID-POINT TEST 


[bookmark: _Hlk7692429]Name 	  Date 	
Mid-point test
Part 1: Non-fiction
Section A: Reading
Spend around 20 minutes on this section.
Read the following text (an extract from a travel website), then answer questions 1–7. 
	Escape to an undiscovered island paradise!
Lofoten Islands, Norway
An idyllic island escape doesn’t have to be bathed in sunshine all year round, particularly in the case of Norway’s Lofoten Islands.
Rearing up from the North Sea like jagged teeth, these mountainous landmasses off the northwest coast of the mainland are ideal for hiking, 
5	from June to August, when the sun barely disappears behind the horizon.
But visit during winter to experience the true windswept beauty of this remote archipelago. Base yourself in Svolvær and rent a car to explore the seven main islands connected by bridges and tunnels. Drive to one of the many pebbly beaches where water is clear as glass and colonies of birds congregate on the 
10	rocks.
As polar nights draw in, days are bookended by sherbet-pink skies and the possibility of witnessing the Northern Lights increases.
For hundreds of years, cod fishing has provided the main form of industry and, every February, fish are still draped over large triangular trellises to dry in the 
15	sun.
Getting there: There are daily flights from Oslo to the airports in Lofoten. 
But if you’re looking for a more leisurely travel experience, you can take the train from Oslo (22 hours) or a coastal steamer from Bergen. If you fancy topping and tailing your visit with a night in the Norwegian capital, the chic, 
20	centrally located  Thon Hotel 15 Rosenkrantz is an ideal base.


1 Explain, using your own words, what the writer tells us about the weather on the Lofoten 
Islands (lines 1−2).
			[1]
2 What literary technique is ‘Rearing up from the North Sea like jagged teeth’ 
(line 3) an example of? 
What does the phrase suggest about the islands?
Literary technique: 	
What is suggested: 	
		[1]
3 Explain, using your own words, what is suggested by the line ‘days are bookended 
by sherbet-pink skies’ (line 11).
			
			[1]
4 How does the last paragraph differ from the rest of the text?
			
			
			[1]
5 What is the main purpose of the text?
Tick () one box.
to persuade people to visit the Lofoten Islands
to show that the islands are remote and beautiful
to compare the islands to other remote places
to highlight the geographical features of the islands		[1]


6 Make a list of things that visitors to the Lofoten Islands can see and do.
· 	
· 	
· 	
· 	
· 	
· 	
· 		[3]
7 Write a summary of up to 50 words about the things that visitors can see and do on the Lofoten Islands. Include at least five of the points from your answer to Question 6.
			
		
		
			
		
		
			[2]


[10] 





















Part 2: Fiction
[bookmark: _Hlk36544564]Section A: Reading
Spend around 20 minutes on this section.
Read the following text (an extract from Hangman by Julia Jarman), then answer questions 1–7. 
	It was a Saturday morning when Toby first heard the news. He’d just come in from football and was soaking wet, because it had rained all the way home. His mother was on the phone. ‘Danny’s coming to Lindley School,’ she mouthed. Then she covered the mouthpiece and 
5	said it aloud, thinking he hadn’t understood the first time, because he hadn’t replied. He carried on taking off his boots. He felt as if she’d just pointed to a fifty-kilo weight and said ‘Pick that up, dear.’ Suddenly the warm basement kitchen was less welcoming. The pan on the bright red stove hissed.
	His mother said, ‘Bye’ – presumably to Danny’s mother – and put down the 
10	phone, as Toby put a towel over his head and rubbed his wet hair.
‘The pressure at Park House was too much for him,’ his mum went on, ladling soup into yellow bowls. ‘Poor Danny, he couldn’t cope.’ Smoke, the cat, rubbed against her trouser legs as she sat down at the pine table.
	Park House was a private school where Danny had gone two years ago – 
15	when he was nine – to Toby’s intense relief. For weeks his parents had agonised about moving him from All Saints Primary where both boys went. Then finally they’d decided on Park House. 
	Toby had laughed when Danny showed him the prospectus. The teachers looked like something out of The Beano. Danny loved it though, 
20	right from the start: the masters in batman gowns – it was a boys only school – the purple-striped uniform with a daft cap, all the daft rules about stupid things. Danny had loved it all. 
	‘Toby,’ called his mum as he headed for the door.
‘I’m not hungry! I’m going to get changed!’
25	Danny coming to Lindley High was bad news. Danny coming to Lindley High was dire.




1. What does ‘she mouthed’ (line 4) suggest about the way Toby’s mother spoke ?
			[1]
1 What is suggested by the sentence ‘He felt as if she’d just pointed to a fifty-kilo weight 
and said, “Pick that up, dear.”’ (lines 6–7)? 
Tick () one box.
Toby is exhausted after playing football.	
Toby needs to carry on with his training.	
Toby is feeling as if he is under pressure.	
Toby has to help his mother with the chores.	[1]
What is ‘hissed’ (line 9) an example of? 
Tick () one box.
alliteration	onomatopoeia

metaphor	rhyme	[1]
2 Give one word from lines 16–19 that means the same as ‘became extremely worried’.
			[1]
3 Look at lines 16–19. Explain, using your own words, how Toby feels towards Danny.
Support your response with a quotation from the text. 
	
	
Quotation: 	
		[2]


Explain, using your own words, two things that Toby doesn’t like about Park 
House (lines 20–24). 
· 	
· 		[2]
Look at lines 25–28. Give two ways the writer uses structure to build tension. 
Support your responses with clear examples from the text.
· 	
	
· 	
		[2]
Section B: Writing
Spend around 20 minutes on this section.
1. Now imagine that you are Toby. Write a journal entry exploring your feelings about 
Danny’s imminent arrival at school.
You should consider:
why you are unhappy about Danny starting at your school
what may have happened when you were at All Saints Primary School together
what you think may happen when Danny starts at Lindley School.
[10] 
Space for your plan:






Write your journal entry: 
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