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Name 	  Date 	
End of unit 8 test
Section A: Reading 
Read the extract from The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga, then answer questions 1–7.
	There was a fierce jam on the road to Gurgaon. Every five minutes the traffic would tremble – we’d move a foot – hope would rise – then the red lights would flash on the cars ahead of me, and we’d be stuck again. Everyone honked. Every now and then, the various horns, each with its own pitch, blended into one 
5	continuous wail that sounded like a calf taken from its mother. Fumes filled
the air. Wisps of blue exhaust glowed in front of every headlight; the 
exhaust grew so fat and thick it could not rise or escape, but spread 
horizontally, sluggish and glossy, making a kind of fog around us. Matches 
were continually being struck – the drivers of autorickshaws lit cigarettes adding 
10	tobacco pollution to petrol pollution.
	A man driving a buffalo cart had stopped in front of us; a pile of empty car engine oil cans fifteen feet high had been tied by rope to his cart. His poor water buffalo! To carry all that load – while sucking in this air!
	The autorickshaw driver next to me began to cough violently – he turned to the 
15	side and spat, three times in a row. Some of the spit flecked the side of the 
Honda City. I glared – I raised my fist. He cringed, and namasted me in 
apology. ‘It’s like we’re in a concert of spitting!’ Mr Ashok said, looking at the 
autorickshaw driver. 
Well, if you were out there breathing that acid air, you’d be spitting like 
20	him too, I thought.
	The cars moved again – we gained three feet – then the red lights flashed and everything stopped again.





What does ‘every five minutes the traffic would tremble’ (lines 1–2) tell you about the movement of the cars ?
			[1]
What are ‘honked’ and ‘wail’ examples of (lines 3−5)?
Tick () one box.
alliteration	onomatopoeia	

metaphor	simile	[1]

Look at lines 1–5. Give one example of a simile from the text.
			[1]
Look at lines 5–10. Suggest two ways that the writer uses language to show how bad the air pollution is.
		
	
		
		[2]
Give two reasons for the writer’s sympathy for the buffalo (lines 12–13).
		
		[2]
Why does the writer glare and raise his fist at the rickshaw driver (lines 16–18)?
Tick () one box.
because he objected to his violent coughing
because some of his spit went over his car
because he didn’t like him spitting so much
because he looked over sideways at him	[1]
Look at lines 21–22. Give one structural feature from the text and its effect on the reader.
Structural feature: 	
Effect: 	
	_____________________________________________________________________________		[2]
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