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Name 	 Date 	
End of unit 3 test
Section A: Reading
Read the extract from The Lost Island of Tamarind by Nadia Aguiar, then answer questions 1–6.
	The children fell quiet. The jungle behind them and the sea before them were both pitch-black and when a cool breeze blew over them, they felt lost and lonely.
‘I wish Mami were here,’ said Simon softly.
Maya did, too. Her heart ached. A funny sound began to come from the edges of the 
5		darkness, from where the palms leaned over the beach and the shadows multiplied. 
	A high, singing sound, like thousands of delicate crystal chimes, so beautiful it held the 	children transfixed. After a moment Maya noticed that the sand was shifting around 	them. A fine surface layer was rolling over itself. It was the particles of sand rubbing 	against one another that made the singing noise.
10	‘Musical sand,’ she whispered. ‘Papi told me about it, that in some places in the world the sand sings.’ Tears welled up in her eyes at the thought of her father.
Helix returned from bathing in the sea and suddenly Maya and Simon both felt more cheerful. He sat down by the fire. Penny was fast asleep already. Lulled by the singing sand, Simon was heavy-eyed and he yawned and nestled down in the sand, his head 
15	on his backpack.
Eventually the breeze died away, and the muggy breath of the jungle descended on to the beach. The sand lay silent in little hillocks of moonlight. Down by the shore, moonlight shone in the tide pools.
‘Come and see the pools,’ Helix said to Maya. ‘We won’t be far away – we’ll be able to 
20	see your brother and sister the whole time.’
 She nodded and they walked down to the tide pools.





Explain, using your own words, why the children feel ‘lost and lonely’ in paragraph 1 (lines 1–2).
			[1]
 a	What is ‘softly’ an example of in line 3?
Tick () one box.
a verb             an adverb             a noun             an adjective            		[1]
What does it reveal about Simon’s feelings?
			[1]
Give an example of a simile from lines 4–9 and explain its effect.
Simile: 	
Effect: 	
			[2]
Pick out two words from lines 13–15 that show how tired Simon is. 
Explain why they are effective.
	
	
	
		[2]
Give one example of personification from lines 16–18, and explain its effect.
Personification: 			
Effect: 	
			[2]
Why does the writer use a dash in line 19?
			[1]
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