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Lesson 6A — Speaking: Telling an Anecdote

Key Vocabulary

The table includes important expressions from the Speaking Box + their meanings and examples from the

text.

A. Starting an Anecdote

Expression

Arabic Meaning

Example from the lesson

Guess what?

i 13la el

Guess what?

You’ll never believe this, but...

WO e (B3has )

You’ll never believe this, but | forgot to take my
umbrella.

It was about three in the morning
when...

EUE U T IR ERTS
2 Ledie

It was about three in the morning when | heard a
noise.

One day / One time...

wba [ leas S

One time, | was walking home...

I’'ll never forget the moment when...

ledie Adaall) il )

I’ll never forget the moment when | realized the
truth.

Well, | was a little taken aback...

Well, | was a little taken aback when | saw him.

B. Giving Background Information

Expression

Arabic Meaning

Example

A friend of mine told me this story...|.. ixdll o328 i al Jlaal aal

A friend of mine told me this story.

| was out walking...

il B & sl was out walking when it started to rain.

I’m not sure if you know, but...

Sy calad i€ () 13S0

I’m not sure if you know, but this myth is very famous.

There was this guy who...

..o=dd dua S| There was this guy who thought he saw a ghost.

C. Introducing a Turning Point

Expression

Arabic Meaning

Example from the lesson




Expression Arabic Meaning Example from the lesson
Suddenly... .34 Suddenly, | heard someone shout!
Before | had time to... .~ Gy sl of JdlBefore | had time to react, he disappeared.
. .. |INo sooner had they huddled together than the wind blew a hole
No sooner ... than... PN A
in the basement.
Hardly had we ... when... > L8 Hardly had we started when it began to rain.

Before we knew what was
happening...

A L pas ol Jé
Sy

Before we knew what was happening, everything went dark.

D. Explaining a Surprise or Result

Expression

Arabic Meaning

Example from the lesson

| couldn’t believe what was
happening.

a8 Lo gaaal adaiad ol

| couldn’t believe what was happening when the lights
went out.

I was absolutely amazed / shocked.

Gl W gaas [ Bhaaie e

| was absolutely amazed when | heard the story.

Unexpectedly / unbelievably...

¥ IS/ e e Sy

Unbelievably, she was rude to a doctor in front of
..dxadleveryone.

Then, out of the blue...

ladia (s g 3lad

Then, out of the blue, the door opened.

E. Ending / Rounding Off

Expression Arabic Meaning Example
Anyway... .Ja &l JellAnyway, that’s what happened.
In the end... ..l Alin the end, everything turned out fine.

I'll never forget it. Jadl sl )

I’ll never forget it.

I'll never ... again.|| . als e ...

Il never walk alone at night again.

Sentence Adverbs from the Listening (Exercise 5)

These adverbs show the speaker’s attitude.

Adverb Meaning Example from lesson
Obviously a5l e Obviously, | forgot to take an umbrella.
Theoretically Gk Theoretically, you don’t need any help to do this.




Adverb Meaning Example from lesson
Seriously EERENY Seriously, | should have known it wouldn’t rain.
Surprisingly e IS5 Surprisingly, | had read that it was going to rain.
Unbelievably Guay Y JS&  ||Unbelievably, he doesn’t like people; I've never seen him smile.
Surely sty Surely, I’'m nice, but a lot of people aren’t very nice.
Theoretically / Clearly||s sk JS& / 7 sa sillClearly, you were rude to a person you didn’t know.

Useful Phrases for Telling an Anecdote

1.Start your story

o Guess what?

e You’ll never believe this, but...

2.Set the scene (background)

e I'was out walking...
o A friend of mine told me this story...

3.Turning point

e Suddenly...

e No sooner had we arrived than...

4 What happened next (reaction)

e [ couldn’t believe what was happening.
o Unexpectedly...

5. End your story

e Anyway, that’s what happened.
o ['ll never forget it.
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