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S4/01 English Stage 4 Paper 1 Mark Scheme From 2025 

Page 2 of 10 

Question Answer Marks 

1(a) Award 1 mark for: 
 
• mostly. 

1 

1(b) Award 1 mark for any of: 
 
• The land was good for growing crops / near the rivers. 
• so they could become farmers / they didn’t want to be hunters. 

1 

 

Question Answer Marks 

2 Award 1 mark for: 
 
• permanent. 

1 

 

Question Answer Marks 

3 Award 1 mark for: 
 
• gradually. 

1 

 

Question Answer Marks 

4(a) Award 1 mark for: 
 
• deciphered. 

1 

4(b) Award 1 mark for: 
 
• (to separate items in / the writer is giving) a list. 
 
Accept any idea of a list or listing. 

1 

 

Question Answer Marks 

5 Award 1 mark for: 
 
• although. 

1 

 

Question Answer Marks 

6 Award 1 mark for: 
 
• entire. 

1 
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Question Answer Marks 

7(a) Award 1 mark for: 
 
• since. 

1 

7(b) Award 1 mark for either: 
 
• took 
• could. 

1 

 

Question Answer Marks 

8(a) Award 1 mark for: 
 
• (the) stem. 

1 

8(b) Award 1 mark for either: 
 
• linen 
• cloth. 
 
Accept: fabric/material 

1 

8(c) Award 1 mark for: 
 
• mallet. 

1 

 

Question Answer Marks 

9 Award 1 mark for each of the following: 
 
• special 
• significant. 

2 

 

Question Answer Marks 

10 Award 1 mark for each of the following: 
 
• Both were written on clay. 
• Both needed specially trained writers. 
 
Boxes two and four should be ticked. 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

11 Paragraph 1 the first people to use writing 
  
Paragraph 2 reasons people needed to write 
  
Paragraph 3 what the earliest writing looked like 
  
Paragraph 8 making papyrus paper 
  
Paragraph 9 understanding Ancient Egyptian writing 

 
Award 1 mark for one correct answer. 
Award 2 marks for two correct answers. 
Award 3 marks for three correct answers. 
Award 4 marks for four or five correct answers. 

4 

 

Question Answer Marks 

12 Award 1 mark for each answer that conveys any of the following up to a 
maximum of 2 marks: 
 
If ‘Sumerian’ is ticked: 
 
• I would like to try making / drawing / writing pictograms 
• I would like to try cuneiform because it was the first form of writing 
• I would like to try making wedge shapes using a stylus (on clay). 
 
If ‘Egyptian’ is ticked: 
 
• I would like to try writing on papyrus paper. 
• I would like to try writing hieroglyphs because they were beautiful. 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

13 Award marks as follows: 
 
If ‘Yes’ is ticked: 
 
Award 1 mark for any answer that conveys any of the following: 
 
• They did not have to pay taxes. 
• They did not have to join the army. 
• Being a scribe was considered a good job (and only children from rich 

families could train as scribes). 
• because I would like to be able to write beautifully. 
 
Accept: only the children of the rich could train as scribes. 
 
If ‘No’ is ticked: 
 
Award 1 mark for any one of: 
 
• It took a long time to learn. / It took years of education and practice. 
• The training was (very) hard/difficult. 
• You had to start training when you were just a child. / The training started at 

the very young age of six or seven. 
• Writing in hieroglyphics was so complicated. 

2 
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Section B: Writing 
 

Notes to markers  
 
• Use the marking grids on the following pages.  
• Marking should always begin from the lowest mark in each column and work upward.  
• A ‘best fit’ judgement should be made in judging first in which box to place the response 

and then, within that box, which mark is appropriate.  
• The lower mark within a box should be given if some criteria have been met but not all.  
• Note on extent:  

Award 0 marks where the performance fails to meet the lowest criteria.  
Award 0 marks for 20 words or fewer.  
Award a maximum of 7 marks for responses of between 21 and 60 words.  
You need not count the words unless you think there will be fewer than 60. In normal-sized 
handwriting 60 words will be approximately 8 lines.  

 
 

  Marks 

Creation of texts (Wc)   5 

Vocabulary and language (Wv)  3 

Grammar and punctuation (Wg)  7 

Structure of texts (Ws)   7 

Word structure [spelling] (Ww)   3 

  [Total 25] 
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