




Types of Sentences Worksheet


Grade 4






What is a Clause?
A clause is a group of words that has a subject (who) and a verb (action).
There are two main types of clauses:
A. Independent Clause (Main Clause)
· Has a subject + verb
· Makes sense on its own
Examples:
· The fox darted into the bushes.
· The girl screamed.
· The lantern flickered.
B. Dependent Clause (Subordinate Clause)
· Has a subject + verb
· Does NOT make sense alone
· Needs an independent clause to complete the idea
Examples:
· Because the lantern flickered,
· When the door creaked open,
· Although the night was silent,
· While we walked home from school,
· Although my legs were tired,
· Before the game started,


Types of Sentences
1. Simple Sentences
A simple sentence has ONE independent clause and ONE idea.
Examples:
· The forest was quiet.
· Mia held her breath.
· A strange shadow moved across the wall.
Why we use it in stories:
To show quick actions, clear moments, and short, sharp details.

2. Compound Sentences
A compound sentence has TWO independent clauses joined by FANBOYS conjunctions.
FANBOYS:
For – And – Nor – But – Or – Yet – So
Examples:
· The cave was cold, and the wind whistled through the cracks.
· Tom wanted to explore, but he felt a chill down his spine.
· I heard footsteps, so I quickly grabbed my torch.
Why we use it in stories:
To show two actions, contrasts, or cause and effect.

3. Complex Sentences
A complex sentence has one independent clause AND one dependent clause (subordinate clause).
WHITEBUS Words (Subordinating Conjunctions):
When, While 
However
If
Though
Even though
Because
Until
Since
Examples:
· When the wolves howled, Maya froze in fear.
· The branches snapped because something heavy was moving nearby.
· Even though the attic was dusty, Leo stepped inside bravely.
Why we use it in stories:
To add details, time, reason, and suspense.

Here are stories’ beginnings that use simple, compound, and complex sentences.

Example 1:
When the bell rang at the end of the day, Maya hurried back to the art room because she wanted to finish her project. The classroom was silent, and the sunlight shone across the empty tables. Although everything looked the same, she felt a strange chill run down her back. Her canvas was gone, and her paintbrushes were scattered across the floor. When she bent down to pick them up, a soft rustling sound came from behind the tall shelf. 

Example 2:
Sam walked into the quiet garden because he wanted to see the new flowers. The air was warm, but a cool breeze touched his face. He held his small notebook, for he liked to draw everything he found. The path was long, so he walked slowly and looked around. He heard a soft noise near the tall tree because something was moving in the leaves. 








Read the beginning of the story. It is called Maria’s birthday surprise. Write what happens next. 
· Include simple, compound, and complex sentences.

Maria’s birthday surprise
Last Saturday it was Maria’s birthday. She was at home having breakfast when she heard something outside.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Word Bank

Time & Sequence Words
suddenly • immediately • a moment later • after a while • later that morning • at that moment • just then • before she knew it • quickly • slowly

Action Verbs (easy to use)
opened • stepped outside • peeked around • hurried • followed the sound • whispered • knocked • called out • held • grabbed • picked up • walked toward • turned around • ran to the garden • pushed the door • looked under • moved closer • pointed • smiled • gasped

Feelings (for character emotion)
excited • curious • nervous • worried • confused • surprised • happy • relieved • hopeful • thrilled • shocked

Places (common for home stories)
backyard • hallway • kitchen • front door • porch • garden gate • living room • driveway • garage • balcony • staircase

Descriptive Words (adjectives)
bright • shiny • small • soft • colorful • strange • loud • quiet • mysterious • gentle • warm • cold • hidden • unexpected

Connectives (for simple, compound, complex sentences)
and • but • so • for • because • when • while • although • after • before • until • since

Sensory Words (smell, sound, sight)
rustling • footsteps • whispering • tapping • chirping • glowing • sparkling • sweet smell • warm light • soft breeze • bright colors


Story Ending Sentences
Happy & Warm Endings
· In the end, Maria felt so happy because everyone remembered her special day.
· Finally, she opened the box and found the birthday gift she had always wanted.
· At last, her friends jumped out and shouted, “Surprise!” and Maria laughed with joy.
· In the end, Maria hugged her family tightly because the surprise meant so much to her.
· Finally, she realized that the noise was part of a fun birthday plan.

Exciting & Fun Endings
· In the end, the surprise turned into the best birthday party she had ever had.
· Finally, they all ran to the backyard, and Maria gasped when she saw the decorations.
· At last, her cousins arrived, so everyone started the celebration together.
· In the end, Maria blew out her candles and made a big birthday wish.
· Finally, Maria joined the games, and the whole morning was full of laughter.

Emotional & Sweet Endings
· In the end, Maria’s eyes filled with happy tears because the surprise was so thoughtful.
· Finally, she understood that her family had worked hard just to make her smile.
· At last, Maria sat with her friends, feeling grateful for such a lovely surprise.
· In the end, she held the gift close to her heart because it reminded her of the people she loved.
· Finally, she knew this birthday would be one she would never forget.
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