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BLACK BEAUTY
by Anna Sewell
A
The first place that I can well remember was a large, pleasant meadow with a pond of clear water in it. Some shady trees leaned over it, and rushes and water lilies grew at the deep end. Over the hedge on one side, we looked into a ploughed field, and on the other we looked over a gate at our master’s house, which stood by the roadside; at the top of the meadow was a grove of fir trees, and at the bottom a running brook overhung by a steep bank.
B
While I was young, I lived upon my mother’s milk, as I could not eat grass. In the daytime I ran by her side, and at night I lay down close by her. When it was hot, we used to stand by the pond in the shade of the trees, and when it was cold, we had a nice warm shed near the grove. As soon as I was old enough to eat grass my mother used to go out to work in the daytime and come back in the evening. There were six young colts in the meadow besides me; they were older than I was; some were nearly as large as grown-up horses. I used to run with them and had great fun; we used to gallop all together round and round the field as hard as we could go. Sometimes we had rather rough play, for they would frequently bite and kick as well as gallop.
C
One day, when there was a good deal of kicking, my mother whinnied to me to come to her, and then she said: “I wish you to pay attention to what I am going to say to you. The colts who live here are very good colts, but they are cart-horse colts, and of course they have not learned manners. You have been well-bred and well-born; your father has a great name in these parts, and your grandfather won the cup two years at the Newmarket races; your grandmother had the sweetest temper of any horse I ever knew, and I think you have never seen me kick or bite. I hope you will grow up gentle and good and never learn bad ways; do your work with a good will, lift your feet up well when you trot, and never bite or kick even in play.”
I have never forgotten my mother’s advice; I knew she was a wise old horse, and our master thought a great deal of her. Her name was Duchess, but he often called her Pet.
D
Our master was a good, kind man. He gave us good food, good lodging, and kind words; he spoke as kindly to us as he did to his little children. We were all fond of him, and my mother loved him very much. When she saw him at the gate she would neigh with joy and trot up to him. He would pat and stroke her and say, “Well, old Pet, and how is your little Darkie?” I was a dull black, so he called me Darkie; then he would give me a piece of bread, which was very good, and sometimes he brought a carrot for my mother. All the horses would come to him, but I think we were his favourites. My mother always took him to the town on a market day in a light gig.

CULTURAL GLOSSARY
· cart-horse – a working horse used to carry heavy loads
· Newmarket – a town in East England famous for horse racing
· Duchess – a noble title; here it shows respect for Black Beauty’s mother
Comprehension Questions
1. In Section A, what features make the meadow a pleasant place for the horses?
A. Crowded stables
B. A pond, shady trees, and nearby fields
C. A market and many people
D. A tall mountain and a desert
2. What does the word ploughed in line 5 suggest about the field?
A. It is full of flowers
B. It is ready for planting
C. It is a place for horses to play
D. It is dry and abandoned
3. Why did Black Beauty stay close to his mother when he was very young?
4. How did the colts sometimes behave during play?
5. According to Beauty’s mother, what is the reputation of Beauty’s father and grandparents?
6. What advice did Black Beauty’s mother give him about his behaviour?
7. Why did the master call Black Beauty “Darkie”?
8. How did Black Beauty’s mother react when she saw the master at the gate?
9. What does the master’s treatment of the horses reveal about his character?
10. Why is Black Beauty’s mother named Duchess, and what does this suggest about her role in the story?

 Vocabulary Table 1: Key Words from the Extract
	Word
	Meaning (English)
	المعنى بالعربية

	meadow
	a field of grass
	مرج / حقل عشبي

	pond
	small body of water
	بركة ماء

	rushes
	tall grass-like plants growing near water
	نباتات مائية طويلة

	water lilies
	floating flowers on water
	زنابق الماء

	hedge
	a line of bushes forming a boundary
	سياج من الشجيرات

	ploughed (field)
	ground dug and turned for planting
	حقل محروث

	grove
	a small group of trees
	بستان صغير / غابة صغيرة

	brook
	small river
	جدول / نهر صغير

	overhung
	hanging over the edge
	يتدلّى فوق

	steep
	rising or falling sharply
	شديد الانحدار

	shed
	small simple building for shelter
	كوخ / مأوى صغير

	colts
	young male horses
	مهر / حصان صغير

	gallop
	run fast (horse)
	يعدو بسرعة

	bite
	use teeth to cut
	يعضّ

	kick
	hit with the foot
	يركل

	whinnied
	made a soft horse sound
	صهل بخفة

	manners
	polite behaviour
	آداب السلوك

	well-bred
	from a good family / good quality
	حسن التربية

	gentle
	kind, not violent
	لطيف

	trot
	run at a medium speed
	يهرول

	lodging
	a place to stay
	مسكن

	neigh
	loud horse sound
	يصهل

	gig
	a small light carriage
	عربة خفيفة بعجلتين



Vocabulary Table 2: Horse-Related Words
	Word
	Meaning (English)
	المعنى بالعربية

	cart-horse
	a horse used for heavy loads
	حصان جرّ

	colt
	young male horse
	مهر

	mare
	adult female horse (mother)
	فرس

	trot
	medium running pace
	يهرول

	gallop
	fastest running pace
	يعدو بسرعة

	neigh
	loud horse cry
	يصهل

	whinny
	soft horse sound
	صهيل خفيف

	well-bred
	of good breed
	ذو سلالة جيدة

	bearing rein (from lecture)
	a strap forcing a horse’s head up
	لجام رفع الرأس

	light gig
	small carriage pulled by one horse
	عربة خفيفة



Vocabulary Table 3: Academic & Lesson Vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning (English)
	المعنى بالعربية

	extract
	a short part taken from a book
	مقطع / مقتطف

	reputation
	what others think of someone
	سمعة

	temporary
	lasting for a short time
	مؤقت

	advice
	helpful guidance
	نصيحة

	empathy
	understanding others’ feelings
	تعاطف

	theme
	main idea of a literary text
	الفكرة الرئيسية

	dictate
	to speak so another person writes
	يملي كلامه

	published
	made available to the public
	نُشر

	influence
	the power to affect others
	تأثير

	experience hardship
	face difficult conditions
	يواجه صعوبات


Haneen Mazahreh
Answer Key
A. Understanding the Text
1. B – A pond, shady trees, and surrounding fields are described.
2. B – A ploughed field is dug and prepared for planting.

B. Detail Questions
3. Because he lived on his mother’s milk and was too young to eat grass.
4. They sometimes bit and kicked each other during rough play.
5. His father had a great name; his grandfather won races; his grandmother had the sweetest temper.
6. To be gentle, avoid bad habits, lift his feet when he trots, and never bite or kick.
7. Because Beauty was a dull black colour.
8. She neighed with joy and trotted up to the master.

C. Inference & Analysis
9. He is kind, caring, and treats the horses with respect and affection.
10. The name suggests respect and value; it hints that she is noble in character and important in the stable.
.
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