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Future forms

In English, there are different ways to talk about the future depending on the meaning we
want to express. Here are the main future forms:

. Will (future simple): Used for predictions, promises, offers, and decisions made at the
moment of speaking.

Example: | will call you later.
. Going to: Used for plans and intentions or for predictions based on evidence.
Example: I’'m going to study medicine. / Look at those clouds! It’s going to rain.
. Present Continuous: Used for fixed arrangements in the near future.
Example: We are meeting them tomorrow.
. Present Simple: Used for timetables and schedules.
Example: The train leaves at 7:30.

. Future Continuous: Used for actions that will be in progress at a certain point in the
future.

Example: This time tomorrow, | will be flying to New York.

. Future Perfect: Used for actions that will be completed before a specific time in the
future.

Example: By 2025, | will have finished my studies.

2. Comparing "Will" and "Going To"
Will:
J Used for decisions made at the moment of speaking.

Example: (At a restaurant) | think | will have a pizza.



. Used for predictions based on opinions or beliefs (without clear evidence).
Example: | think it will rain tomorrow.

J Used for promises, offers, and requests.
Example: Don’t worry, | will help you.

Going To:

J Used for plans and intentions that have already been decided.
Example: I’'m going to visit my grandparents next weekend.

J Used for predictions based on present evidence.

Example: Look at the sky! It’s going to rain.

Exercises
A. Choose the correct future form ("will" or "going to"):

1. A: The phone is ringing.

B: I (answer) it.

2. Look at those dark clouds. It (rain).

3 They have bought tickets, so they (go) to the concert.

4, | think | (take) a day off tomorrow.

5. | feel really tired. | (go) to bed early tonight.

6. They (visit) their grandparents this weekend. It's been
planned for weeks.

7. | think we (be) late to the meeting.

8. Watch out! You (spill) your coffee.

9. I’m not sure what to order. | think | (have) the pasta.
10. I've decided. | (quit) my job at the end of the month.

C. Fill in the blanks with the correct form: future simple, "going to", present continuous,
or present simple:

1. The flight (depart) at 8 p.m. tomorrow night.
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We (meet) John for lunch at 1 p.m. next Tuesday.

I’m sure she (not pass) the exam. She hasn’t studied at all.
This time next week, | (relax) on the beach.
By the time you arrive, we (finish) dinner.

D. Complete the dialogue with the correct future form:

1. A: Why are you holding that bucket?
B: I (wash) the car.
2. A: | can’t hear you. Just a second, | (turn) the volume up.
B: Thanks!
3. A: What are your plans for the summer?
B: I (visit) my cousins in Spain.
4, A: Do you think the meeting (finish) before 6 p.m.?
B: No, | think it (last) until 7.
5. A: What time does the movie start?
B: It (start) at 9 p.m., so we (leave) at 8:30.
E. Rewrite the sentences using the correct future form:
1. I’ll be back before you know it! (promise)
I (be) back before you know it!
2. Don’t worry, I've already decided. | (help) you with your

project this weekend.

I (help) you with your project this weekend.

At this time tomorrow, I'll be in a meeting. (future continuous)

At this time tomorrow, | (be) in a meeting.

The shop closes at 6 p.m. (present simple for timetables)

The shop (close) at 6 p.m.

In five years, they will have opened a new museum in town. (future perfect)
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In five years, they

F. Mixed Future Forms Practice:

1. I’'m sure you

2. What time the meeting

(open) a new museum in town.

(love) this new restaurant.

(start) tomorrow?

3. I

4, By this time next month, |

(study) all weekend to prepare for my exam next week.

(move) to a new apartment.

5. He

6.A: Why are you carrying those paints?

(not go) to the party because he’s feeling sick.

B: I (paint) the kitchen this afternoon.

7.Don’t worry about the meeting. |

(talk) to the manager tomorrow

morning.

8.Look at those clouds! It

9.By this time next week, we

(rain) any minute now.

(finish) all the exams.

10.This time tomorrow, |

(fly) to Canada.

11.We can’t meet at 6. |

12.A: | need some help with this suitcase.

B: Sure, |

13.She bought the ingredients yesterday. She

(help) you.

(have) dinner with my parents then.

(make) a cake for

the party tonight.
14..By 2030, scientists

(discover) new treatments for many

diseases.

15. At 8 p.m. tonight, we

(watch) the final episode together, so

please don’t call then.

Your English teachers: Nayfeh Abu Hanna & Lara Bajjali

Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who
prepare for it today



