1- He _____ (take) a shower when the telephone _____ (ring).
was taking...rang
When describing two actions in the past where one action interrupts another ongoing action, we use past continuous (was taking) for the ongoing action and simple past (rang) for the interrupting action - in this case, he was taking a shower when suddenly the telephone rang.

2. What _____ (they/do) at 10pm last night - it was really noisy?
were they doing
Since we're asking about an ongoing action at a specific time in the past (10pm last night), we use the past continuous tense with the structure 'were they doing' for questions - this helps show the continuous nature of the noise at that moment.

3. When I _____ (walk) into the room, everyone _____ (work).
walked...was working
In this sentence, the simple past tense 'walked' shows a completed action that interrupted an ongoing action 'was working' (past continuous) - it's like walking into a scene that was already happening!

4. He _____ (live) in Russia when the Revolution _____ (start).
was living...started
Since we're describing two past events where one action (living in Russia) was ongoing when another event (the Revolution) occurred suddenly, we use was living...started to show this relationship - past continuous for the ongoing action and simple past for the sudden event.

5. When the train ____ (get) to the station, we _____ (wait) on the platform.
got...were waiting
We use got...were waiting because the arriving of the train is a completed action in the past (simple past tense), while waiting on the platform was an ongoing action at that moment (past continuous tense).

6. Why _____ (you/stand) on a chair when I _____ (come) into the room?
were you standing...came
When describing a continuous action in the past (standing) that was interrupted by a single completed action (came), we use were you standing...came - the past continuous tense followed by the simple past tense.
7. They _____ (live) in Germany when they _____ (be) young.
lived...were
We use lived... were because the main clause describes a temporary state in the past (they lived in Germany), while the second part is a simple factual statement about being young at that time - it's not describing a continuous or ongoing action.

8. At 7pm yesterday, we _____ (listen) to music.
were listening
Since the action (listening to music) was ongoing at a specific time in the past (7pm yesterday), we use the past continuous tense - were listening.

9. When I _____ (leave) the house, it _____ (snow).
left...was snowing
Since the first action (leaving) happened during the second action (snowing), we use left...was snowing - the simple past for the instantaneous action of leaving, and past continuous for the ongoing action of snowing.

10. He _____ (work) in a bank when he _____ (meet) his wife.
was working...met
We use was working...met because the first action (working) was ongoing in the past when the second action (meeting his wife) interrupted it - the past continuous shows the ongoing action while the simple past shows the interruption.
11. What _____ (you/do) when I _____ (call) you last night?
were you doing...called
Since you're describing an action in progress (what someone was doing) when another action happened (the call), we use were you doing...called - the past continuous for the ongoing action and simple past for the interrupting action.

12. Susie _____ (watch) a film when she _____ (hear) the noise.
was watching...heard
When describing actions where one event interrupts another ongoing action in the past, we use past continuous (was watching) for the ongoing action and simple past (heard) for the interrupting event - Susie's movie watching was interrupted when she heard the noise.
13. We ____ (play) tennis when John _____ (hurt) his ankle.
were playing...hurt
The past continuous tense (were playing) shows an ongoing action that was interrupted by a sudden event in simple past (hurt) - in this case, the tennis game was happening when John suddenly hurt his ankle.

14. When you _____ (arrive) at the party, who ______ (be) there?
arrived...was
The simple past tense (arrived) is used to describe a completed action in the past, while the singular was is used because we're asking about one person (who) being there at that specific moment.

15. Yesterday I _____ (go) to the library, next I _____ (have) a swim, later I _____ (meet) Julie for coffee.
went...had...met
This sentence describes three completed actions in the past that happened in sequence, so we use went...had...met in simple past tense to show these finished actions - first going to library, then having a swim, and finally meeting Julie.

