
 

 

 

 

 

         Grammar Lesson 3A Unit 4 

12th grade  

Lesson 3A: Conditionals 

1. Basic Types of Conditionals / أنىاع الجمل الشرطية الأساسية 

Conditional Use / خدامالاست  Structure / التركيب Example / مثال 
Arabic Meaning /  المعنى

 بالعربية

Zero 

Conditional 

Describes situations 

that are always true / 

 ٌصف المواقف الصحٌحة دائمًا

If + Present 

Simple, … Present 

Simple 

If I eat organic vegetables, I feel 

better. 
إذا أكلتُ الخضار العضوٌة، 

 .أشعر بتحسن

First 

Conditional 

Possible situation in the 

future /  ًموقف محتمل ف

 المستقبل

If + Present 

Simple, … will + 

Base Verb 

If the virus spreads, it will expose 

the population to another deadly 

disease. 

إذا انتشر الفٌروس، سٌتعرض 

 .السكان لمرض قاتل آخر

Second 

Conditional 

Unlikely or imaginary 

situation /  موقف غٌر

 محتمل أو تخٌلً

If + Past Simple, … 

would + Base Verb 
I would exercise more if I had 

more time. 
كنت سأمارس الرٌاضة أكثر لو 

 .كان لدي وقت أكثر

Third 

Conditional 
Imaginary past situation 

 موقف تخٌلً فً الماضً /

If + Past Perfect, … 

would have + Past 

Participle 

If there had been more 

information, people would have 

started eating organic foods a long 

time ago. 

لو كانت هناك معلومات أكثر، 

لكان الناس بدأوا بتناول الأغذٌة 

 .العضوٌة منذ وقت طوٌل

 

2. Variations of First and Second Conditionals / تغييرات الشرطية الأولى والثانية 

Variation Use / الاستخدام Example / مثال 
Arabic Meaning /  المعنى

 بالعربية

First Conditional 

+ should 

More tentative / 

formal /  أقل تأكٌدًا وأكثر

 رسمٌة

If these trends should continue, there may be 

major consequences for our health. Inverted: 

Should these trends continue, … 

إذا استمرت هذه الاتجاهات، قد 

تكون هناك عواقب كبٌرة على 

 .صحتنا

Second 

Conditional + 

were to 

Unreal or hypothetical 

 غٌر واقعٌة أو تخٌلٌة /

If you were to consume a lot of protein, you would 

gain weight. Inverted: Were you to consume a lot 

of protein, … 

لو تناولت الكثٌر من البروتٌن، 

 .كنت ستزداد وزنك

 

 

 



3. Inversion with Conditionals / قلة الجملة الشرطية 

Type / النوع Structure / التركيب Example / مثال Arabic Meaning / المعنى بالعربية 

First 

Conditional 
should + Subject + 

Verb 
Should these trends continue, there may be 

major consequences for our health. 
إذا استمرت هذه الاتجاهات، قد تكون 

 .هناك عواقب كبٌرة على صحتنا

Second 

Conditional 
Were + Subject + to 

+ Verb 
Were you to consume a lot of protein, you 

would gain weight. 
لو تناولت الكثٌر من البروتٌن، كنت 

 .ستزداد وزنك

Third 

Conditional 
Had + Subject + Past 

Participle 
Had the manager reacted faster, we might have 

avoided the economic crisis. 
لو أن المدٌر تصرف أسرع، ربما كنا 

 .سنتجنب الأزمة الاقتصادٌة

 

4. Advanced Conditional Forms in Context / الجمل الشرطية المتقدمة في السياق 

Sentence / الجملة Form / الشكل Use / الاستخدام 
Arabic Meaning /  المعنى

 بالعربية

If you should ever talk to a beekeeper, they’ll 

tell you about the real problems bees are 

encountering. 

First Conditional 

+ should 
Rare/unlikely event /  حدث

 نادر أو غٌر محتمل

إذا تحدثت ٌومًا مع نحال، سٌخبرك 

عن المشاكل الحقٌقٌة التً تواجه 

 .النحل

If it hadn’t been for lack of information, 

people would have started eating organic 

foods a long time ago. 
Third Conditional 

Unreal past /  الماضً غٌر

 الواقعً

لو لم ٌكن هناك نقص فً 

المعلومات، لكان الناس بدأوا بتناول 

 .الأغذٌة العضوٌة منذ وقت طوٌل

If the big food producers were to find 

alternative ways to protect crops, this might 

safeguard people’s health. 

Second 

Conditional + 

were to 

Unreal present/future / 

غٌر واقعٌة فً الحاضر أو 

 المستقبل

لو أن كبار المنتجٌن وجدوا طرقاً 

ٌحافظ  بدٌلة لحماٌة المحاصٌل، قد

 .ذلك على صحة الناس

If it weren’t for farmers having used 

pesticides so much over the decades, the bee 

populations would be much safer now. 

Second 

Conditional 

Past action affecting 

present /  فعل ماضٍ ٌؤثر على

 الحاضر

لو لم ٌستخدم الفلاحون المبٌدات 

بكثرة على مدار العقود، لكانت 

 .أعداد النحل أكثر أماناً الآن

But for the greed of the big industrial 

manufacturers, we wouldn’t be in this 

situation now. 

Without “if” / 

formal emphasis 
Strong causal emphasis / 

على السبب تركٌز قوي  
لولا جشع كبار المصنعٌن، لما كنا 

 .فً هذا الوضع الآن

As long as more and more people demand it, 

then things will change! 

Without “if” / 

duration 

emphasis 

Continuous condition / 

 شرط مستمر
طالما أن المزٌد من الناس ٌطلبونه، 

 !فستتغٌر الأمور

 

5. Key Notes / ملاحظات مهمة للطلاب 

 Zero Conditional: general truths / حقائق عامة 

 First Conditional: real possibility in future / احتمال واقعي في المستقبل 

 Second Conditional: hypothetical/unlikely / تخيلي أو غير محتمل 

 Third Conditional: unreal past / ماضي غير واقعي 

 Inversion: formal/literary usage / استخذام رسمي أو أدبي 

 “Should” and “Were to”: adds formality/tentativeness / تضيف طابعًا رسميًا أو احتماليًا 
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1. Basic Types of Conditionals 

Zero Conditional 

 Use: Describes situations that are always true. 

 Structure: If + present simple, … present simple 

 Examples: 
o If I eat organic vegetables, I feel better. 

o If there is too much rain, the crops are destroyed. 

 

First Conditional 

 Use: Describes a possible situation in the future. 

 Structure: If + present simple, … will + base verb 

 Example: 
o If the virus spreads, it will expose the population to another deadly disease. 

 

Second Conditional 

 Use: Describes an unlikely or imaginary situation in the present or future. 

 Structure: If + past simple, … would + base verb 

 Example: 
o I would exercise more if I had more time. 

 

Third Conditional 

 Use: Describes an imaginary situation in the past (something that had a chance of happening but 

didn’t). 

 Structure: If + past perfect, … would have + past participle 

 Example: 
o If there had been more information, people would have started eating organic foods a long time 

ago. 

 

2. Variations of First and Second Conditionals 

Using “should” in First Conditional 

 Adds a more tentative or formal tone. 

 Example: 
o If these trends should continue, there may be major consequences for our health. 

o Inverted form: Should these trends continue, there may be major consequences for our 

health. 

Using “were to” in Second Conditional 

 Adds a more formal or literary tone. 

 Example: 



o If you were to consume a lot of protein, you would gain weight. 

o Inverted form: Were you to consume a lot of protein, you would gain weight. 

3. Inversion with Conditionals 

 Formal/literary usage can replace “if” with: 

o should + subject + verb (First Conditional) 

o were + subject + to + verb (Second Conditional) 

o had + subject + past participle (Third Conditional) 

Examples: 

 First Conditional: 
o Standard: If these trends should continue, … 

o Inversion: Should these trends continue, … 

 Second Conditional: 
o Standard: If you were to consume a lot of protein, … 

o Inversion: Were you to consume a lot of protein, … 

 Third Conditional: 
o Standard: If the manager had reacted faster, … 

o Inversion: Had the manager reacted faster, … 

4. Advanced Conditional Forms in Context 

Examples from the Interview on Organic Foods: 

1. Less likely or counterfactual situations 
o e. If you should ever talk to a beekeeper, they’ll tell you about the real problems bees are 

encountering. 

o f. If it hadn’t been for lack of information, people would have started eating organic foods a long 

time ago. 

2. Using “If + noun/pronoun + to be” 
o b. If the big food producers were to find alternative ways to protect crops, this might safeguard 

people’s health. 

o c. If it weren’t for farmers having used pesticides over decades, the bee populations would be 

safer now. 

3. Replacing or omitting “if” for formal emphasis 
o a. But for the greed of the big industrial manufacturers, we wouldn’t be in this situation now. 

o d. As long as more and more people demand it, then things will change! 
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