




Reading Comprehension Worksheet 3 



Grade 5





Question One: Read the text, then answer the questions below.

The Folktale “East” 
In a cold village in Norway, a girl named Rose was born facing the north. Her mother believed that the direction of birth decided a child’s future. She wished for a West-born child—calm and home-loving—but Rose was North-born, brave and curious about the world.
Rose’s closest friend was her gentle brother Neddy. He was quiet and kind, always looking out for her. When Rose wanted to explore the forests or climb the rocky hills, Neddy often followed to make sure she was safe. They shared everything—dreams, laughter, and secrets.
One stormy night, the wind howled outside as a great white bear came to their home. The bear could speak and offered a strange bargain: if Rose went with him to live in his castle, her family would have all the food and comfort they needed. Rose was frightened, but her adventurous heart told her to go. “I’ll come back one day,” she promised Neddy. He hugged her tightly and whispered, “I’ll be waiting, Rose.”
The bear’s castle was grand but silent. Every night, someone entered Rose’s room in the dark, but she could not see who it was. The bear warned her never to look. For a long time, she obeyed, but her curiosity grew stronger. One night, she lit a candle and saw a handsome man beside her. The white bear had been under a spell! But a drop of candle wax fell on his shirt, waking him. Sadly, he said, “Because you looked at me, I must return to the Troll Queen’s castle in the far north.”
When Rose awoke, he was gone. Filled with guilt, she decided to follow him and break the spell. She travelled across mountains, rivers, and icy lands. Along the way, she met kind strangers—but also faced sorrow. When she returned home to ask for help, she learned that Neddy had died in an accident while trying to search for her. Her heart broke, but she remembered his last words: “Be brave, Rose.”
Rose continued her journey with tears in her eyes but courage in her heart. She finally reached the Troll Queen’s castle, where she outsmarted the Queen and freed the white bear. The curse was broken, and the trolls were gone.
When Rose returned home, she visited Neddy’s grave. She placed a white flower beside it and whispered, “I kept my promise.” Though her brother was gone, she felt his spirit around her—warm and gentle, like the northern wind.

1. Why did Rose’s mother want her to be a West-born child?
Explain in your own words. Support your answer with a quotation.

Explanation:
___________________________________________________________________________

Quotation:
___________________________________________________________________________

2. What does North-born mean in the story?
Tick (✓) one box.
☐ Calm and home-loving
☐ Curious and brave
☐ Lazy and careless
☐ Silent and shy

3.  Give one adjective that describes Neddy’s personality.
[bookmark: _Hlk212705810]___________________________________________________________________________

4.  Find one example of alliteration. Write it below.
___________________________________________________________________________

5.  Why did Rose agree to go with the white bear?
Give two reasons using your own words.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
6. Give one verb from the text that shows the storm was strong.
__________________________________________________________________________

7. What does the bear promise to give Rose’s family?
__________________________________________________________________________

8. Which punctuation mark shows that the bear could speak?
Tick (✓) one box.
☐ Apostrophe (’)  ☐ Comma (,)  ☐ Exclamation mark (!)  ☐ Quotation marks (“ ”) 

9.  Explain what Rose discovers when she lights the candle.
(Use your own words)
[bookmark: _Hlk212711197]___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
10.  Why does the man (the bear) have to return to the Troll Queen’s castle?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
11. (a)What news does Rose hear when she returns home?
___________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk212711115]       (b) How does Rose react to this news?
        Give one word or short phrase.
__________________________________________________________________________

12. Give one verb that shows she continued her journey with determination.
___________________________________________________________________________

13. What is the effect of the author’s phrase “tears in her eyes but courage in her heart”?
Explain briefly.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

14. How does Rose defeat the Troll Queen?
Tick (✓) one box.
☐ She fights her with a sword.
☐ She uses cleverness and bravery.
☐ She asks for help from her family.
☐ The bear saves her.

15. Which word could replace “freed” without changing the meaning?
☐ Released ☐ Chased ☐ Trapped ☐ Found

16. Give two ways the ending shows peace or comfort. 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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