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Read the text, and then answer the following questions:
Messaging Through Time
Imagine you were stuck on a desert island.
Since the dawn of time, people have been finding different ways to communicate. In emergencies, they used smoke signals, and later, they invented writing. Throughout history, humans have developed many methods to deliver messages.
For example, sending a message in a bottle has long been a romantic idea. In the 19th century, bottles were often thrown into the sea by sailors who were lost or wanted to send a message of hope.
One famous story comes from 1956, when Ake Viking, a Swedish sailor, threw a bottle into the sea, hoping it would reach someone. Two years later, he received a letter from a Sicilian girl named Paolina, who had found his bottle—and soon after, they were married!
However, not all messages in bottles had happy endings. For instance, after the Titanic sank, some bottles were found containing farewell messages written by passengers.
Communication has changed dramatically since then. In Jordan, there are over six million mobile phones in use, but you can still send telegrams through the Jordan Post Company!
Since the invention of the mobile phone and the Internet, the world has become a very different place. People still send messages—but now it usually takes only seconds to deliver them.
But are we forgetting how to communicate face-to-face? Without a doubt, there are some challenges. However, there are also many examples of how the Internet has changed people’s lives for the better.
Take the case of Tara Taylor, a mother from the USA who often uses social media. When she uploaded a photo of her daughter online, one of her friends noticed something strange about the girl’s eye. It turned out that the child had a rare disease—but thanks to that photo, her sight was saved!

1. What is one traditional method people used to communicate over long distances before modern technology? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who found the bottle message sent by a man to his wife, and what happened afterward? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. In which year was the telegraph invented? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. How many mobile phones are in use in Jordan according to the text? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Tara Taylor’s friend notice in the photo she uploaded of her daughter? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Explain how the telegraph helped capture the man who escaped on the train to London. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Compare the time it took for messages to be delivered in the past with the time it takes now. Give examples from the text. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Identify two positive and two negative effects of the Internet mentioned or implied in the text. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Do you think using social media for communication is better than face-to-face interaction? Use examples from the text to justify your opinion. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Imagine you are stranded on a desert island today. Based on what you read, suggest the best way to send a message and explain your choice. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Key Answers
1. Smoke signals (or sending messages in bottles) were traditional methods of long-distance communication.
2. A Sicilian girl named Paolina found the bottle message, and later she married the man who sent it.
3. 1837.
4. Over six million mobile phones are in use in Jordan.
5. She noticed a problem with one of the child’s eyes, which led to the discovery of a rare disease.
6. A telegram was sent to the London police warning them about the man who escaped on the train, and they were waiting for him when he arrived.
7. In the past, messages could take years (like the bottle message that took two years to be found), but today, messages can take only seconds to be delivered through mobile phones and the Internet.
8. Positive effects:
· The Internet can save lives (like in Tara Taylor’s daughter’s case).
· Messages can be sent instantly anywhere in the world.
Negative effects:
· People may be forgetting how to communicate face-to-face.
· There are challenges in communication despite speed and convenience.
9. Students’ Own answers 
Example answer: Yes, because social media can spread important information quickly and even save lives (like in Tara Taylor’s case). However, face-to-face communication is important for building real relationships, which might be lost if we rely only on social media. (Students’ opinions may vary.)
10. Students’ Own answers 
Example answer: I would use a mobile phone with Internet access if available because it delivers messages instantly. If not, I would send a message in a bottle or use a radio signal, similar to historical methods, hoping it reaches someone. 
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