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General Exam instructions
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Be on Time
2. Bring All Necessary Materials
3. No Talking. Silence must be maintained at all times during the exam. Raise your hand if you need assistance.
4. Follow Directions Carefully. Read each question and all instructions before answering. Make sure to answer all required sections.
5. Write Neatly and Clearly. Illegible answers may not be marked. Use blue ink only unless stated otherwise.
6. Academic Honesty. Cheating, copying, or communicating with others during the exam will lead to disqualification.
7. Time Management. Monitor your time and ensure all questions are attempted. No extra time will be given unless approved in advance.
8. At the End of the Exam:
a. Stop writing immediately when told.
b. Hand in your paper before leaving.
c. Do not leave your seat until instructed.
9. ⚠️ Note: Any violation of the above instructions will result in disciplinary action, which may include deduction of marks, disqualification from the exam, or further administrative consequences.
	Section
	Total Mark
	Student’s Mark

	One: MCQ.
	52
	


	Two:  Reading Comprehension
	28
	

	Three: Writing
	20
	

	Total
	100

	


Teacher Notes: 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________







A) Choose the correct answer, AND write the answer in your answer booklet.(1 POINT EACH)
1. My sister and I really ________ on fashion and music.
   A) clash with       B) argue with         C) compete          D) with click with
2. Where is the stress in the word Imply?  
     A) 1st syllable       B) both syllables      C) 2nd syllable      D) none
3. Sarah prefers spending time with ________ people who share her interests and values.
    A) strong-willed      B) like-minded       C) malleable       D) cutting-edge
4. He became ________ when he found an old photo of his childhood home.
    A) sentimental     B) hostile      C) deceitful       D) devoted
5. Don't worry about lunch. By the time you get back from your errands, I ____ and 
     we can eat right away.
     A) will be cooking                     B) will have been cooking
     C) will have cooked                 D) am cooking
6. The teacher asked us to ________ each student's performance on a scale from 1 to 10.
   A) assume     B) rate       C) conclude       D) perceive
7. Maya has a very ________ personality; she never gets upset easily.
    A) laid-back        B) grumpy       C) underconfident     D) hostile
8. Our ________ shape how we see the world and make decisions. 
    A) tendencies      B) offences      C) distinctions       D) values
9. By the time he finishes his third novel, he ____ for a total of two decades.
     A) will have written                        B) will be writing
     C) will have been writing              D) has written
10. Different ________ of a problem must be considered before making a decision.
     A) aspects       B) stereotypes      C) perspectives      D) climes
11. Ahmed decided to ________ his dream of becoming a pilot despite challenges.
      A) mould      B) pursue         C) assume       D) split
12. The child was so ________ in the game that he didn’t hear his mother calling.
      A) absorbed     B) defensive     C) tucked      D) rejected
13. By the time the rescue team arrived, the hikers ____ for more than six hours, 
       and their spirits were flagging.
       A) had been waiting      B) were waiting     C) have waited    D) had waited
14. Many people ________ education and see it as essential for success.
     A) pick up      B) split         C) set great store by        D) inject
15. Water is a ________ resource for human survival.
      A) vital      B) hostile       C) slightly       D) grumpy
16. Teachers need to be ________ when dealing with struggling students.
      A) absent-minded     B) compassionate      C) hostile       D) deceitful
17. Which of the following is the correct syllable breakdown of Vulnerability?
     A) vul·ner·a·BIL·i·ty      B) vul·ner·a·bil·i·ty      C) vul·ner·BIL·i·ty       D) vul·ner·a·bil·i·t
18. The reason her eyes are red is because she ____ all day; she's clearly been 
      very upset. 
     A) has cried     B) is crying         C) had been crying       D) has been crying    
19. She is very ________ to her work and spends extra hours perfecting it.
     A) devoted       B) diminished      C) introverted       D) offensive
20. The new policy is very ________; everyone is included and treated equally.
   A) cutting-edge       B) inclusive       C) spontaneous        D) stereotype
21. People described him as ________ because he always spoke honestly and openly.
   A) hostile      B) spontaneous         C) sincere        D) offensive
22. She often forgets where she put things because she’s so ________. 
   A) underconfident     B) introverted     C) particular          D) absent-minded
23. Rami is a very ________person; he never gives up on his goals.
   A) grumpy     B) strong-willed     C) diminished     D) moulded
24. The concert ____ just as we got there, and the crowd was already cheering loudly.
    A) was starting       B) had been starting    C) had started      D) has started
25. My friend is ________ and gets nervous very easily.
   A) highly strung      B) spontaneous        C) devoted        D) chatty

26. She has a ________ mind-set and is always planning for future improvements.
   A) backward-looking       B) forward-looking     C) diminished       D) vital
27. This company uses ________ technology to stay ahead of competitors.
   A) slightly       B) cutting-edge        C) spontaneous         D) shabby
28. Ali feels ________ about his abilities and needs more encouragement.
    A) grumpy       B) defensive       C) underconfident        D) introverted
29. Don’t be too ________; not everyone intends to hurt you.
   A) over-sensitive      B) vital       C) like-minded         D) sentimental
30. We ___ around Europe for months, and by the end of the summer, we ___ twelve
      countries.                         
    A) have been travelling / will have visited      B) are travelling / will be visiting
    C) had been travelling / will have visited       D) have travelled / have visited
31. The new restaurant became a ________ topic of conversation in town.
   A) red-hot      B) shabby      C) split         D) slightly
32. The advertisement was so ________ that it caught everyone’s attention.
   A) slightly      B) grumpy       C) eye-catching        D) subdued
33. I’m ________ reading romance novels; I prefer thrillers.
    A) laid-back about      B) not that into      C) defensive about       D) slightly into
34. The kids showed great ________ by creating a play on their own.
    A) spontaneity     B) stereotype      C) stability        D) vulnerability
35. The committee ____ the proposal for three weeks now, but they still haven't 
     reached a decision.
     A) has been considering                   B) considers
     C) had considered                            D) is considering
36. Her decision was ________; she didn’t plan it in advance.
    A) sincere     B) spontaneous     C) sentimental       D) defensive
37. Marriage requires love and lifelong ________.
    A) stability      B) spontaneity      C) commitment       D) tendency

38. The country has enjoyed years of economic growth and political ________.
    A) stability       B) spontaneity      C) stereotype      D) vulnerability
39. This fabric is very ________; it can be shaped into different designs easily.
    A) cutting-edge         B) grumpy       C) malleable        D) introverted
40. His confidence was ________ after failing the exam.
   A) diminished       B) introverted        C) absorbed         D) hostile
41. She has a ________ of arriving late to meetings.
    A) stereotype       B) tendency       C) split            D) stride
42. I didn’t mean to give you ________, but my words hurt her feelings.
    A) assume       B) offence      C) mould       D) stride
43. I can't believe he's still working on that report. He ____ on it since early this 
      morning, and it's already past lunchtime.
     A) has been working     B) has worked        C) worked    D) had been working
44. He is known as a ________; he is very sociable and friendly.
     A) dark horse       B) social butterfly       C) soft touch         D) go-getter
45. This time next month, we ____ on a beach in Bali, soaking up the sun.
     A) will sit      B) will be sitting       C) will have sat       D) are sitting
46. She is a ________; she trusts people too easily and is often taken advantage of.
     A) dark horse      B) soft touch           C) grumpy           D) laid-back
47. The quiet student turned out to be a ________ with amazing hidden talents.
     A) go-getter       B) dark horse       C) soft touch       D) introvert
48. Omar is a real ________; he never gives up and keeps working hard.
     A) grumpy       B) go-getter        C) stereotype            D) split
49. I ____ a taxi for an hour before I realized I was in the wrong place.
      A) had been waiting for                    B) have waited for     
      C) was waiting for                               D) had waited for
50. The research was ________ by a group of scientists over three years.
      A) carried out     B) split          C) deduced          D) tucked
51. The boy was ________ under a blanket on the sofa.
      A) grumpy        B) slightly       C) tucked         D) moulded
52. The event was organized ______, ensuring that everyone, regardless of
      background, felt welcome.
     A) exclusively           B) inclusiveness         C) inclusive           D) inclusively
B) Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
PEOPLE DON’T CHANGE – OR DO THEY?
Have you ever had the sensation while looking at a photo of your younger self that the person in the image is somehow almost a different person?
Of course, we change physically as we grow up, and as we grow older, but it seems that our personalities may also go through a transformation. It’s not just that we’re no longer wild about collecting toy cars, or that we are perhaps a bit more  tactful as we grow more aware of other people’s feelings, but that, over time, we become completely different people. Psychologists call this process ‘personality maturation’ and it appears to begin in our teenage years and continues until we are in our seventies. By the time we retire, not only are we perhaps a bit more absent-minded and forgetful, but, somewhat more surprisingly, we are also likely to have become more warm-hearted and generous. It seems that, on average, negative personality traits are diminished and we will probably be less highly strung and more laid-back than in our younger years.
This is fascinating both because of how much more malleable personality is than we may have thought, and because it turns on its head the stereotype of the grumpy old person who becomes more narrow-minded as they age, and sets great store by doing everything ‘their’ way.
Despite the tendency to become more agreeable with age, how our personalities develop well, of course, be moulded by our upbringing and later life experiences. There is also some evidence that as we go into very old age, our personalities may undergo something of a reversal, and we may become more thin-skinned and quick to take offence as well as less tolerant and less inclusive, as we face the greater challenges of this particular stage of life.

Read the passage carefully, and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET answer all the questions that follow. Your answers should be based on the passage.

1) According to psychologists, what do they call the process of our personalities changing as we grow older? (2 points)
2) Write down two ways a person’s personality may change by the time they retire.            (4 points)
3) Which two opposite traits are mentioned that describe young people compared to older people? (2 points)
4) Write the sentence that shows how the stereotype of older people is challenged in the passage. (2 points)
5) What are two factors that can influence how our personalities develop over time?        (4 points)
6) The passage mentions a 'reversal' that may happen in very old age. Explain what this means. (2 points)
7) Find and write the word in the passage that means 'easily shaped or influenced.'   
(2 points)
8) What does the pronoun 'we' in the sentence 'we will probably be less highly strung and more laid-back than in our younger years' refer to? (2 points)
9) In your own words, explain why the writer finds these personality changes fascinating.
 (2 points)
10) Suggest one way society can benefit from understanding how personalities change over time. (2 points)
Critical Question:
The passage suggests that personality tends to become more positive as people age, but may reverse in very old age.
Discuss how cultural values or societal expectations might influence whether this trend is viewed as positive or negative. Support your answer with examples. (4 points)
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