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General Exam instructions
1. Be on Time
2. Bring All Necessary Materials
3. No Talking. Silence must be maintained at all times during the exam. Raise your hand if you need assistance.
4. Follow Directions Carefully. Read each question and all instructions before answering. Make sure to answer all required sections.
5. Write Neatly and Clearly. Illegible answers may not be marked. Use blue ink only unless stated otherwise.
6. Academic Honesty. Cheating, copying, or communicating with others during the exam will lead to disqualification.
7. Time Management. Monitor your time and ensure all questions are attempted. No extra time will be given unless approved in advance.
8. At the End of the Exam:
a. Stop writing immediately when told.
b. Hand in your paper before leaving.
c. Do not leave your seat until instructed.
9. ⚠️ Note: Any violation of the above instructions will result in disciplinary action, which may include deduction of marks, disqualification from the exam, or further administrative consequences.
	Section
	Total Mark
	Student’s Mark

	One: MCQ.
	55
	


	Two:  Reading Comprehension
	17
	

	Three: Writing
	28
	

	Total
	100
	


Teacher Notes: 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________









Section One: Choose the correct answer.
1. Which sentence uses (devastated) correctly?
A) She was devastated when her pet passed away.
B) He was devastated to win the championship.
C) They were devastated because they laughed too much.
D) I devastated my exam yesterday.
2. Which sentence uses (astonished) correctly?
A) She was astonished when she solved the easy question.
B) He felt astonished while eating lunch.
C) They were astonished by the magician’s trick.
D) I am astonished at my shoes.
3. Fill in the blank: The reporter ______ questions at the minister during the press conference.
A) fired    B) tossed      C) conveyed       D) spread
4. The idiom (not get a word in edgeways) means:
A) Speak fluently     B) Unable to speak because others dominate
C) Talk angrily          D) Refuse to answer                                                    
5. Fill in: The reporter quickly ______ information from various reliable sources.
A)  took in       B) wiped out              C) tossed               D) picked up
6. Choose the correct usage of (ecstatic):
A) He was ecstatic after losing his job.                B) She felt ecstatic when she passed the exam.
C) They were ecstatic because they failed.         D) The cat is ecstatic after being hungry.
7. The phrase (jump down somebody’s throat) means:
A) Compliment politely                    B) Argue suddenly and angrily
C) Make someone laugh                  D) Explain carefully
8. Which usage is correct?
A) She refused to let her pen drop from her hand.                                                                                             B) She refused to let the paper drop on the floor.
C) She refused to let the glass drop during dinner.
D) She refused to let the topic drop after the meeting.
9. Fill in: The naturalist managed to ______ rare species in the forest.
A) identify        B) content          C) sweep                 D) base
10. Fill in: The government is taking steps to ______ global warming.
A) eliminate           B) astonish         C) assume         D) confuse
11. Which sentence uses (livid) correctly?
A) She was livid after hearing about the unfair treatment.
B) He was livid because he felt ecstatic.
C) They were livid when the teacher praised them.
D) I livid the homework last night.


12. Which sentence expresses sadness?
A) I’m walking on air!                                B) I’ve had it up to here with your behavior                                        C) I can’t stop smiling.                               D) I’m feeling a bit blue.                                                                                                                                                                                      
13. Choose the correct phrasal verb: I couldn’t ______ what he was saying because of the noise.
A) pick up          B) wipe out       C) figure out           D) make out
14. Which expression shows frustration?
A) I’m walking on air.                                       B) That really gets on my nerves.
C) I can breathe a sigh of relief.                     D) Who would have thought it?
15. Fill in: The new law gave ______ to heated public debates.
A) rise       B) increase           C) improvement             D) demand
16. Fill in: Acid rain is harmful because it ______ the environment.
A) improves           B) damages             C) entertains                  D) protects
17. Which expression shows strong annoyance?
A) I’m walking on air.                               B) That’s driving me up the wall.
C) I can breathe a sigh of relief.              D) Who would have thought it?
18. Which word best fits? Despite the heavy rain, the event continued ______.
A) fragile    B) astonished      C) devastated      D) steadily  
19. Fill in: The company tried to ______ a message of trust to its customers.
A) convey      B) toss      C) groom        D) sweep
20. Which sentence is correct?
A) He hit it off with his new colleague on the first day.
B) She hit it off the ball during the game.
C) They hit it off the ground after the accident.
D) He hit it off the book quickly.
21. Fill in: The teacher clearly ______ the rules for the new project.
A) spelled out     B) wiped out      C) figured out       D) made out
22. The idiom *refuse to let something drop* means:
A) Stop an argument immediately                    B) Keep talking about an issue
C) Begin a new topic quickly                              D) Avoid giving details
23. The idiom 'put somebody on the spot' means:
A) To make someone comfortable                    B) To embarrass someone with a question
C) To give someone help                                       D) To make a bond
24. Fill in: The scientist used ______ evidence to prove the theory.
A) dramatic        B) scientific      C) astonishing           D) imaginary
25. Which word best fits: There was a severe water ______ in the village.
A) improvement       B) abundance      C) shortage        D) expectancy
26. Fill in: The student was ______ after the unfair grade.
A) ecstatic        B) livid            C) astonished            D) amused
27. 'Freak weather' refers to:
A) Normal climate         B) Predictable storms          C) Unusual conditions     D) Steady rainfall
28. Fill in: The politician was suddenly ______ by journalists during the press conference.
A) put on the spot                       B) jumping down the throat
C) refusing to let drop                D) hit it off
29. Fill in the blank: The new regulation will surely ______ significant changes in the industry.
A) wipe out          B) make out          C) come across           D) bring about
30. Which sentence uses *bewildered* correctly?
A) She was bewildered after receiving clear instructions.
B) He looked bewildered when he saw the strange machine.
C) They felt bewildered because they were ecstatic.
D) I bewildered my homework yesterday.
31. Fill in: The company invested money in ______ energy sources.
A) toxic            B) renewable          C) endangered              D) harmful
32. Which word means 'urgent and important problem'?
A) pressing problem     B) simple issue     C) small talk     D) minor case
33. Fill in: The amount of ________ is two – thirds of your pension.
A) reduce                      B) reduced            C) reduction             D) reducible 
34. Choose the correct tense: By next year, she ______ her studies.
A) completes      B) will have completed     C) completed     D) has completed
35. Identify the error: He don’t like playing football.
A) don’t     B) like      C) playing        D) football
36. Nobody called you, ______?
A) did they          B) didn’t they            C) don’t they              D) won’t they
37. Fill in: While I ______ TV, the phone rang.
A) watch     B) was watching     C) watched      D) had watched
38. Which is correct?
A) She will goes to the party.                                B) She go to the party tomorrow.
C) She will go to the party tomorrow.               D) She will going to the party.
39. By the time we arrived, the film ______.
A) already started                           B) had already started
C) was already starting                 D) has already started
40. Identify the tense: I have been studying for three hours.
A) Present Perfect Continuous            B) Past Continuous
C) Present Simple                                     D) Future Continuous
41. Choose the correct question tag: You’re coming tomorrow, ______?
A) are you             B) will you                C) aren’t you                  D) don’t you
42. Which is the future continuous tense?
A) I will eat lunch.                                             B) I will be eating lunch at 1 p.m.
C) I eat lunch every day.                                  D) I ate lunch yesterday.
43. Fill in: She ______ English since she was 10.
A) learns       B) has learned      C) learned        D) has been learning
44. Choose the correct sentence:
A) Did you ever see him yesterday?               B) Have you ever seen him yesterday?
C) Did you see him yesterday?                        D) Have you seen him yesterday?
45. Choose the correct question tag: I love reading novels. – You love reading novels, ______?
A) do you       B) don’t you      C) you do        D) you don’t
[bookmark: _GoBack]46. Fill in: At this time tomorrow, I ______ my exam.
A) write       B) will be writing           C) wrote               D) writes
47. Which is correct?
A) She has lived here since five years.                   B) She lived here since five years.
C) She has been living here for five years.            D) She is living here since five years.
48. Choose the correct tense: He said he ______ the movie before.
A) has seen          B) saw             C) had seen         D) seen
49.  She admitted that she ______ all the money.
A) took                    B) has taken                     C) will have taken         D) had taken
50. Fill in: We ______ dinner by the time you arrive.
A) finish           B) finished           C) will have finished           D) have finished
51. Which is best completes the echo question: You went to England last year, _________?
A) didn’t you?           B) will you?           C) had you?                      D) did you?
52. He rarely talks to anyone, ______?
A) doesn’t he          B) does he               C) isn’t he                  D) did he
53. She’s finished her homework, ______?
A) has she        B) hasn’t she         C) is she          D) doesn’t she
54. She’s a doctor, _______?
A) has she                              B) is she                 C) hasn’t she                     D) isn’t she
55. I ______ a lot of my French lately, consequently, I ______ more and more of it.
A) am not practicing / forgot                            B) don’t practice/ have forgotten
C) didn’t practice/ was forgetting                   D) haven’t been practicing/ am forgetting

Section Two: Reading Comprehension.
The next lingua franca
A recent study in the UK revealed that only about 25% of adults in the UK can hold a conversation in a foreign language.  This was attributed to a mixture of cultural reasons and past government policies.
However, language learning is now being prioritised in schools. French, Spanish and German are three of the languages identified as the most important.
On the other hand, the situation in other countries is different. The vast majority of students at secondary school learn a foreign language, which is often English. English is now a compulsory subject in many primary schools too. Fluency in a foreign language is highly important for a student’s future.
There are many reasons for this. Firstly, having a good command of a foreign language can help young people be successful in their chosen career. What’s more, proficiency in a different language also makes travelling less stressful and fun! It is easy to get your message across in a hotel or restaurant in Spanish and French, but neither is as widely spoken or as simple to learn as English. This is a great way of promoting global understanding too.
However, is English really as crucial as the large number of students of English would suggest?  Perhaps students are wasting their time by learning French and German, and should be turning their attention to Mandarin (spoken in China), the most spoken language in the world. The question of which languages will dominate the future is a difficult one to answer. It really depends upon which future we are considering. Take the future of business. India and China are considered to be the main emerging economies, so it would seem to make sense to study one of the main languages spoken in these countries. Reports also suggest Arabic and Spanish will be important languages to do business in.
As far as travel is concerned, Chinese is the most spoken language in the world, but as it is complex, it isn’t the ideal lingua franca. Finally, we shouldn’t forget that when students learn a foreign language, they are also learning about the culture of the country or countries where it is spoken. So, English as a vehicle of international communication would seem to be here to stay.
1. According to the study in the UK, what percentage of adults can hold a conversation in a foreign language?      (1 point)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does the text suggest that French, Spanish, and German are prioritised in schools, despite English being widely taught? (2 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does the situation regarding foreign language learning in the UK differ from that in other countries?        (2 points)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What factors were identified as reasons for the lack of foreign language skills among UK adults?  (2 points)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Based on the text, why might Mandarin, Arabic, and Spanish be considered important for the future of business? (Mention the two reasons mentioned in the text)  (2 points)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What benefits of learning a foreign language are highlighted in the passage apart from career opportunities? (Mention Three)  (3 points)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Find from the passage a sentence which means: “English is expected to stay as the dominant language for international exchange.”   (2 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What does the underlined word (it) refer to? (1 point)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Do you agree with the text’s suggestion that English will remain the main language of international communication? Why or why not? Support your answer with evidence of your own. Give your answer in two sentences. (2 points)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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