




Reading Comprehension Worksheet 2



Grade 5





Read the text then answer the following questions.

The Secret Garden Gate
On the far side of the school playground stood a tall, ivy-covered wall. Most students never paid it any attention, but one afternoon Maya noticed a small iron gate hidden behind the branches. The gate was rusty, and the lock looked as though it hadn’t been opened in years.
Curious, Maya pushed at it, and to her surprise, the lock clicked open. She stepped inside and found herself in a forgotten garden. There were broken benches, a fountain covered in moss, and rows of rosebushes that had grown wild. In the centre, however, stood a tree with silver leaves that shimmered even without sunlight.
As Maya reached out to touch one of the leaves, the tree gave a soft hum, almost like it was breathing. A single leaf drifted into her hand, glowing faintly before fading to green. Maya’s heart raced. She knew she had discovered something extraordinary, but she also wondered if she was meant to keep it secret.

1. Where does Maya discover the hidden gate, and what covers it?
On the far side of the school playground and it is covered with ivy.

2. List four things Maya sees inside the garden.
· broken benches
· a fountain covered with moss
· rows of rosebushes
· a tree with silver leaves that shimmered

3. What is the best definition for shimmered in the sentence: “silver leaves that shimmered even without sunlight”? Tick one box.
☐ sparkled or shone softly
☐ broke into pieces
☐ made a loud sound

4. What magical event happens when Maya touches the silver leaf?
The tree gives a soft hum (the leaf glows in her hand before fading to green).
5. In your own words, explain what the writer means by:
“the tree gave a soft hum, almost like it was breathing.”
The tree seemed alive. It suggests that the tree was magical and it is not ordinary.

6a. How does Maya feel when she realizes what she has discovered?
She feels amazed, excited and shocked.

6b. Why might she wonder if she should keep it a secret?
Because it feels special and magical and it is not like any ordinary tree.

7. Look at the word extraordinary in the line: “She knew she had discovered something extraordinary.” What does this word mean? Tick one box.
☐ very ordinary
☐ strange and unusual
☐ very small

8. Why do you think the silver tree is important to the story?
It is magical so it adds mystery to the story.

9. Do you think Maya will tell others about the garden? Give one reason using evidence from the text.
No, because she feels that the garden is too special and it must remain a secret.
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