1. How does the author contrast the Grand Canyon with the ocean?
· Both are vast and patterned, but unlike the ocean, the Grand Canyon seemed frozen in time.
2. How did the writer's perspective of the Grand Canyon change between the first and second visits? What caused this change?
· On the first visit, the writer saw it briefly, took photos, and left.
· On the second visit, after spending months exploring, the writer understood its changing beauty and depth.
(Cause: more time spent observing light, seasons, and landscapes.)
3. What does the statement, “Grand Canyon is not, I realized, a static place,” suggest about the writer’s understanding of the canyon over time?
· The writer realized the canyon is always changing — with seasons, weather, and even over millions of years through erosion.

4. How does the writer convey the idea that the Grand Canyon reveals its beauty and significance over time? Provide two examples from the text.
· Observing the sunrise after a winter snowstorm.
· Seeing how wildflowers bloom in spring, wilt in summer, and thunderstorms come in autumn.

5. What is the effect of the dashes in the sentence “Some things—the best things—require more than an afternoon to fully appreciate”?
· The dashes add emphasis, highlighting that the best experiences take time to understand.


6. Give a phrase that means ‘triggered’ (lines 14–17).
· kicked up (thunderstorms).


7. Give two structural features of travel writing that can be found in the text.
· Personal experience/reflection (first-person narrative: “I still remember…”)
· Descriptive language of place (imagery: “cascading rock layers,” “soft blanket of snow”).

8. Vocabulary 
a) stopped moving, unchanging → static
b) folded or twisted in an unusual way → gnarled
c) huge or very tall → towering
d) slowly breaking apart into pieces → crumble / crumbling
e) making you feel small and respectful because of greatness → humbling
f) covering something in large amounts → blanket 
g) to try hard to understand something → struggled 
h) thin, soft covering of something (like snow) → blanket
i) moving gently in circles → swirled
j) strange, not easily explained → mysterious

