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What is an Extended Metaphor?
A metaphor is when we say something is something else to show similarity (without using like or as).
Example: “Life is a journey.”
An extended metaphor continues that comparison for several lines or sentences, adding details to explain how the two things are alike.
Example extended:
“Life is a journey. Sometimes the road is smooth, and sometimes it’s rocky. We meet fellow travelers who walk beside us, and sometimes we must travel alone. Every choice is a turn in the road, leading us somewhere new.”

Example 1 – Life is a Garden
Metaphor: Life = Garden
Extended:
Life is like a garden. Some days, the sun shines and everything grows easily. Other days, storms come and break the flowers. People are like plants—we need care, patience, and time to grow strong. Mistakes are weeds, but if we pull them out, new flowers have space to bloom.
Explanation:
· Garden → Life itself
· Plants → People
· Storms → Hardships
· Weeds → Mistakes/problems
The whole passage connects the idea of life to gardening.


Example 2 – Fear is a Mountain
Metaphor: Fear = Mountain
Extended:
Fear is a tall mountain. At the bottom, it looks impossible to climb. Each step upward feels heavy, like carrying stones. But the higher you climb, the smaller the mountain begins to feel. Once you reach the top, you realize the mountain wasn’t as big as it first seemed.
Explanation:
· Mountain → The size of fear
· Climbing → Facing fear step by step
· Top → Overcoming fear

Example 3 – Friendship is the Ocean
Metaphor: Friendship = Ocean
Extended:
Friendship is like the ocean. Sometimes it is calm and peaceful, giving us comfort. Other times, it has waves and storms, testing how strong we are. But true friendship is deep, and no matter what happens on the surface, its strength lies below where it never changes.
Explanation:
· Calm water → Good times in friendship
· Storms → Arguments/problems
· Deep water → True loyalty and trust

Example 4 – Anger is Fire
Metaphor: Anger = Fire
Extended:
Anger is fire. At first, it’s a spark, small and easy to control. But if you feed it with harsh words, it grows into flames. The fire can burn everything around it if you let it spread. Yet, when used wisely, a small fire can bring warmth and light.
Explanation:
· Spark → Beginning of anger
· Flames → Anger growing out of control
· Burning → Hurting others
· Warmth/light → Using strong feelings positively
Question one: Read the passages below. Underline the extended metaphor and explain what it is comparing.

1. The classroom was a zoo. Students were roaring with laughter, racing to their seats, and climbing over each other to get noticed.
[bookmark: _Hlk207781880]            Extended metaphor: _______________________________
            Comparison: _________________________________________________________
             ___________________________________________________________________
2. Her mind was an ocean. Waves of ideas crashed into each other, and deep currents of thought flowed silently beneath the surface.
             Extended metaphor: _______________________________
             Comparison: _________________________________________________________
              ___________________________________________________________________
Question two: Write your own extended metaphor (3–4 sentences). Choose one of these topics or invent your own:
· Life
· School
· A journey
· Time
· Hope

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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