











Story Elements
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Story Elements

Stories are not just about what happens. Good writers choose elements carefully to make their story exciting.

1. Characters – Who the story is about. Strong stories show:

· What the character looks like
· What the character thinks and feels
· How the character changes during the story

2. Setting – When and where the story happens.

· Can create a mood (e.g., a stormy night feels scary, a sunny park feels happy).
· Can also affect the problem (e.g., lost in a desert is harder than lost in a mall).

3. Problem/Conflict – The challenge characters must face.

· Internal (inside the character: fear, jealousy, shyness).
· External (outside the character: monster, storm, unfair rule).

4. Events/Plot – The steps that show how the story moves forward.

· Beginning: introduces characters, setting, problem.
· Middle: events build tension.
· Climax: most exciting moment or turning point.
· Ending: problem solved (solution).

5. Solution/Resolution – How the problem is fixed or how the story closes.
· Sometimes happy, sometimes sad, sometimes surprising.



1. Characters
"Lina was a shy girl with curly hair that always fell into her eyes. She wished she could stand up in front of the class without her knees shaking. By the end of the story, she learned to speak with confidence."

Shows appearance, feelings, and how the character changes.

2. Setting
"The sun beat down on the empty desert. Sand stretched in every direction, and the air shimmered with heat. Every step was harder than the last."

The setting creates mood (hot, tiring) and affects the problem (hard to survive).

"Rain crashed against the windows of the old house. Inside, the lights flickered, and the hallways seemed endless and dark."

Creates a scary mood.

3. Problem/Conflict
Internal Conflict:
"Noah wanted to join the football team, but every time he tried out, fear whispered in his ear: What if I fail?"

External Conflict:
"The boat rocked wildly as waves crashed higher and higher. Maya held on tightly, trying not to be thrown into the sea."

4. Events/Plot
Beginning:
"Tom moved to a new school where he didn’t know anyone."
Middle:
"He tried to make friends, but some students laughed at his accent. One day, he found a stray dog outside the school."
Climax:
"When the dog ran into traffic, Tom risked everything to save it."
Ending:
"The students cheered, and Tom finally felt accepted."

5. Solution/Resolution
· Happy ending: “After months of practicing, Sara won the piano competition and smiled proudly at her parents.”
· Sad ending: “The explorers searched for days, but the treasure was never found.”
· Surprising ending: “The thief took off his mask—only to reveal he was the mayor all along!”



Let’s Practice:

Question one: Analyze the Character.

Read the short passage and answer the questions.
“Elena walked into the crowded hall, her shoulders hunched as though she wanted to disappear. She carried a notebook close to her chest, and her eyes darted toward the exit every few seconds.”
1. What does Elena’s appearance tell us about her personality?
She seems shy, nervous, and doesn't like being the center of attention.

2. What do her actions suggest about her feelings?
She feels anxious and uncomfortable. She wants to leave the crowded hall.

3. Predict: How might Elena change by the end of a story?
She might become more confident and comfortable around other people.

Question two: Compare Settings.

Which setting creates more tension for a mystery story? Explain why.
1. A quiet village where everyone knows each other.
2. A busy train station full of strangers rushing past.
 Answer: A busy train station full of strangers rushing past. It is loud and crowded, so it is easy for something bad to happen without anyone seeing. This makes it scarier.

Question three: Label each as internal or external and then explain what makes it interesting for a reader.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk207447515]Marcus had to choose between telling the truth and protecting his brother.
 Conflict type: internal 
Why it’s interesting: It's a difficult choice inside his own mind. The reader wonders what he will choose and if it's the right thing to do.

2. The plane’s engine stopped mid-flight, and the passengers screamed in panic.
Conflict type: external
Why it’s interesting: It's a dangerous situation with the plane. The reader feels the excitement and fear, wondering if the characters will survive.

Question four: Here’s a short summary of a story. Label the parts of the plot (Beginning, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution).

Laila moved to a new city. She struggled to find friends and felt invisible in class. One afternoon, she stood up for a classmate who was being teased. The students admired her bravery and began including her. By the end of the year, Laila was part of a close group of friends.


· Beginning: Laila moved to a new city.
· Rising Action: She struggled to find friends and felt invisible in class.
· Climax: One afternoon, she stood up for a classmate who was being teased.
· Falling Action: The students admired her bravery and began including her.
· Resolution: By the end of the year, Laila was part of a close group of friends.

Question five:  Write Like an Author.
Choose one of the following prompts. Write a short story (8–10 sentences) that clearly shows all five story elements.
1. A student finds a mysterious letter in their locker.
2. A family vacation goes wrong when their GPS stops working.
3. A teenager wakes up with the power to read minds.

Ana is a quiet girl. She found a note in her locker. It said, "Meet me at the park." 
She was scared but also curious. After school, she went to the park. Her classmate, Ben, was there. He had a new soccer ball. He asked, "Do you want to play?" Ana said yes. She was happy. She wasn't lonely at recess anymore.
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✅ Answer Key / Guidance
Part A
1. Appearance: She is shy, insecure, or uncomfortable.
2. Feelings: Nervous, anxious, or wants to leave.
3. Prediction: She may grow braver, gain confidence, or confront her fears.
Part B
Open answers, but students should justify. Example: The busy train station is more tense because strangers add mystery and danger.
Part C
1. Internal – because it’s a moral decision, and readers are drawn to dilemmas.
2. External – physical danger creates suspense and action.
Part D
· Beginning: Laila moved to a new city.
· Rising Action: She struggled to make friends, felt invisible.
· Climax: She stood up for a classmate.
· Falling Action: Students admired her bravery, started including her.
· Resolution: Laila became part of a close group of friends.
Part E
Open writing task – must include: character description, setting, problem, rising events, climax, resolution.
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